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5 December 2017  
 
We warmly welcome Caleb McKenzie to Room 2 and his family back into our school community. 
 
End of Year Parent meeting 
TOMORROW - Wednesday 6th December we will be holding our Annual Parent Meeting where the Board of Trustees, 
Principal and HOK will present the year’s work and student achievement data.  This will begin at 7.00pm in the school 
library and is an opportunity for us to provide an overview of the year that has been as well as look forward to next 
year.  It would be great to see as many people as possible at this meeting. 
 
We will be holding our Leavers’ Mass this Friday 8th December at 9.15am at St Benedict’s Church. This is a special 
Mass and we invite everyone, especially the Year 8 leavers’ families, to join us if possible. This will be followed by a 
shared morning tea at school to thank everyone who has helped out at school this year.  Everyone is welcome to join 
us for this.  All Year 8 students are asked to bring a plate.   
 
Congratulations to our Enviro Team for achieving the Bronze stage of our enviro 
school journey.  The Enviro Team presented the work that has been done around the 
school to Micheline Evans, the Enviro Schools Facilitator and reflected on what has 
happened to date and next steps in our environmental journey.  Thank you to Mrs 
Barnett for her passion and commitment to Enviro Schools and promoting care for our 
world with our students. 
 

On Sunday Nisha Agarwal and her family attended the ICAS medal ceremony in Auckland 
where Nisha was presented with the medal for the ICAS Year 3 Science exam.  Nisha 
achieved the top score in the New Zealand Pacific Region.  Congratulations on this wonderful 
achievement Nisha. 
  
End of Year reports will be sent home this Friday with your children.  Along with information 
about progress and achievement, these reports will include classes for next year.  For children 
in their 1

st
 three years at school who are not receiving a report this term, a letter will be sent 

home with your children indicating their class for next year. 
 
 
 

Key Dates  
December 

05 Regional Athletics  

06 BOT meeting – 5.30pm 

06 End of Year Parent Meeting 7.00pm 

08 End of Year Mass 

10 Yr 8 Leavers Dinner  

12 Big Day Out – Whole school 

13 Prize giving & Carol service – 6pm 

14 Term 4 ends 

January 2018 

22 School Office Opens - 9-3pm 

28 Second Hand Uniform Sale:11–12:30 

31 Term 1 begins 

February 2018 

06 Waitangi Day – School closed 

14 Ash Wednesday – Beginning Year 
Mass – 9:30am 

16 Annual School Picnic 

March  

12-16 Year 8 Camp / Year 7 EOTC 
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Last Friday everyone was treated to a range of wonderful speeches presented to a very high standard during our 
school speech competition.  Everyone was impressed by the confidence of the finalists and the way in which they 
presented their speeches to the audience. It is a real pleasure to see our students enjoying the opportunity to take part 
in this competition and speaking so passionately and articulately about their topics.  We would like to thank Sanjiv 
Jetly and Tony Henderson-Newport for agreeing to judge this competition again this year.  We value the knowledge 
and expertise they bring to this role and the feedback they provide our students. 
 
We wish our students competing in the Regional Athletics competition in Masterton today all the best for their events 
and know they will represent our school with pride. 
 
Dates to mark in your diary:   

 
On Tuesday 12

th
 December we will be holding our annual “Big Day Out” where we take the whole school on a trip to 

celebrate the year that has been and to build community amongst our school community.  
 
On Wednesday 13th December we will be holding our Carol Service and Senior Prize giving. This will be held at St 
Benedict’s Church and will begin at 6.00pm. It would be great to see everyone at this special end of year occasion. 
 

 
Last week (Monday-Sunday), our solar panels generated 149 kWh of solar 
energy.  In the month of November our solar panels generated 661 kWh of 
solar energy (this is a record amount for a month since the solar panels 
were installed 2 years ago).  Our school page can be viewed by clicking on the 
St Benedict’s School Schoolgen link: http://schoolgen.co.nz/schoolgen-

schools/st-benedicts-school.  
 
 

Please note the change that has been made to the community notices.  Click on this link http://www.st-
benedicts.school.nz/?page_id=1639 to our school website where these notices are displayed. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Dave Lamont 
Principal  
 
BIG DAY OUT– TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2017 
Once again we will be celebrating the end of another great school year with our whole school “Big Day Out” at the 
ASB Sports Centre in Kilbirnie.  The aim of the day is to “build community” within the school and to celebrate our 
successes and achievements.  The children are grouped across year groups. 
  
The school will travel by bus leaving school at 9:00 a.m. and returning to school by 2:00 p.m.  
  
To make this trip a success we will need to have parent helpers to support the teachers on the day.  If you are able 
to actively help email office@st-benedicts.school.nz.  Helpers are welcome to travel on the bus with us. 
 
Kind Regards 
Cheryl Taylor 
Deputy Principal 
 
 
 
RECONCILIATION/FIRST COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
Any parents/guardians who would like their children to be involved in the Reconciliation/First 
Communion/Confirmation programme in 2018 through St Benedict's church please contact Mike Byrne or Clare 
Sinnott on mike-clare@xtra.co.nz or 0273146141. 
 
 
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE  
Afterschool care will be available until 3pm only on Thursday December 14 due to a staff Christmas function.  
Thank you. 
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WELLINGTON CITY LIBRARIES'  
Wild About Reading: Summer Reading Challenge 
 
From 1st December through to 31st January 2018, children can participate in the Summer Reading Challenge run 
through Wellington City Libraries. 
 
The Challenge is open to all primary and intermediate aged children with their own Wellington City Libraries 
membership.  It's free to participate and registrations are not required. 
 
At the end of the Challenge, the school with the highest number of students reading and reviewing (as a proportion 
of their total student population) will win $500 worth of Bookseller vouchers.   
For more information see the Parent Notice Board.  Challenge Booklets are available from the school office, or 
your local Wellington City Library or download from the Wellington City Library website. 

 
 
 
 

Year 8 Speech – Winner 
 
You learn from your mistakes is what all of our parents and teachers have taught us, which is the majority of what 
this speech will be about, as today I am going to teach you how not to survive school. Now you might be thinking, 
“Ben… how does this quote relate to this topic?”, well at first I was going to create how to survive school, but then I 
realised in the shower as I was washing my beautiful and luscious hair “oh I haven’t even survived school myself so 
what position am I in to give advice”. So then I created the ingenious idea of talking on about how not to survive 
school while still wasting 3-4 minutes of your precious time. Let’s begin. 
 
Now if you’re in school you’ve probably had a grudge against a certain person, I personally have not had that many 
but I’m pretty sure that many people have had some against me as I am an annoying, terrible person who can’t fix 
his own problems so decides to fix other people's. A good way to not be successful in ending a grudge is telling on 
them or talking about them behind their back as somehow they will get hold of this information...and hate you even 
more than they already do. Another way to get rid of a grudge can go two ways. You can embrace the fact you are 
a complete and utter failure, annoying and generally a terrible person all around and they won’t have anything else 
to say about you, or you can embrace the fact that you are a complete and utter failure, annoying or generally a 
terrible person all around and everybody will laugh at you… and you will have no friends… I mean take me for 
example. 
 
Dealing with drama is the next great way to survive school, now personally I haven’t been dragged into too much 
drama as I am from the male gender, (walking back timidly) not trying to be sexist or anything but I have barely 
seen any boys have drama, but then again this is just personal preference so all you ladies out there, hold those 
opinions about how I am a sexist pig in your head. Since I haven’t been dragged into too much drama I don’t have 
too much advice to give you but all that I’d recommend is that next time drama does occur is just to try not to get 
involved and watch the two humans say things to each other such as (each comment I will alternate viewpoints 
from left to right) “You’re ugly!” “Pffft well at least I’m not stupid like you!” “Bimbo” “attention seeker” “you suck” and 
so on. One other great way to not deal with drama is to turn everything into a big deal, even though that is the 
whole point of drama... anyways what I’m trying to say is that If you turn it into a big deal everybody will know and 
rumours will be spread I mean it isn’t very nice to know that all of your closest friends have been talking about you 
behind your back, not like I can relate to that friends part in any particular way. 
 
Now if you go to school a prime example of how the education system works is to take a test or exam to see where 
you will be placed or what you will get on your report card. Now if you’re like me and you don’t know how to study 
you would of tried many different strategies such as the get in my head strategy “Get in my head!” (Hits head into 
piece of paper four times). Or of course the rich kid strategy where the richest persons parents end up buying 
multiple books for their child to study, “Right I have year 10 level algebra, advanced geometry, right I’m set for the 
basic facts test… what is 2+2 again?” and finally most likely the best strategy is practicing and writing down the 
answers multiple times… just kidding that’s overrated and for losers.  
 
Now my magnificent journey on teaching you how not to survive school has unfortunately come to an end. I have 
taught you how to deal with grudges, drama and of course end of year exams I hope that you all excel in your 
education and don’t end up being like me… a complete failure. 
 
By Ben Brown 
 



  

Year 8 Speech – Runner up 
 
Just imagine what it would be like if all kids in the world were replaced by dogs. I’m talking about families that were 
made up of a mum and dad but instead of their being kids there was a dog in place of the child. How strange would 
that be? Well, Japanese couples are doing exactly that and are choosing to have no children but instead will have a 
pet dog and man is that dog spoilt! 
 
The growing trend for dog ownership has now created a whole new multi-billion dollar industry due to extravagant 
spending (I’m talking thousands and thousands of dollars) on their precious pups. 
 
First there is the cost of buying your dog which could be up to as much as $4,000! Popular breeds are often 
Pomeranians or Chihuahuas - they might be small dogs but they sure come with a big price tag!  
 
Second is the cost of your everyday vital dog accessories such as collars, grooming tools, beds and bowls. 
 
And third is the over the top “luxuries” category where owners will  go crazy buying all the latest items for their 
dogs. The most popular of these “luxuries” is probably extravagant outfits and accessories! As well as regular 
everyday outfits they will also buy kimonos, tuxedos, leather jackets, jewellery, sunglasses and even school 
uniforms! The dogs even get to go to their own dog fashion stores to try on their fancy new outfits and search for 
that perfect pair of sunnies. Now that is what I call extreme! 
 
As well as going to special dog fashion stores, dogs are welcome into almost all other shops in Japan. At 
restaurants there are even special chairs for the dogs to sit on and they have their own doggy menu to select their 
meals from! Some people are even going to the extent of paying for their dogs to go yoga classes and pampering 
sessions! Apparently this is to help their dog ‘destress’.  
 
As if enough money hasn’t already been spent on the dog during its short life time, when the dog sadly passes 
away no expense is spared and a funeral is often arranged. Funeral packages can be priced up to $14,000 and can 
even take place in a temple. Imagine spending that much money just for a dog’s funeral.  
 
And for those Japanese families that don't want to take on the responsibility and cost of owning their own dog there 
is an alternative! People can hire a dog for a certain time and take the dog for a walk, a meal or whatever else. 
Customers are supplied with a leash, tissues and a plastic bag just in case the dog has an urge to do some 
business while out and about!  
 
It would certainly seem that dogs are taking over Japan! Although not everyone in Japan likes these dogs being 
around. One lady made a comment that she struggles to find a decent clothing shop for her kids since all shops are 
now filled with dogs clothing.  
 
As with all crazes surely there will come a time when these luxuries and privileges for dogs will go out of fashion. 
 Let's hope for all dogs in Japan that some other new craze is just around the corner and dogs can soon return to 
just being dogs. 
 
By Gemma Pugh 
 

 
 

CATHOLIC CHARACTER/CHRISTMAS 2017 
 
Pope Francis asked us as Catholics to see and help others. 
This year on November 19 it was the World Day of the Poor.  Pope Francis asks us to reach out to the poor and 
those in need:  As people of compassion, understanding and acceptance, we not only respond to God’s love for us, 
but we reach out with open hearts and hands to the needs of our sisters and brothers 
 
As part of our thinking and planning for Christmas we need to remember that there are others in our community 
that will not be with their families or find this time of year difficult to manage; they may be new to our country or 
living alone. 
We, as a school, can assist and support others by sharing a tin or packet of food, perhaps a Christmas food item.  
There will be a basket in the school foyer, near the Christmas tree, where you can leave your donated items. We 
plan to give these to those in need, in our Parish and to the City Mission. 
Thank you, we appreciate your contribution. 
 



  

WEEKLY REFLECTION - Forgiveness 

 

“To forgive is the highest, most beautiful form of love. In return, you will receive untold 

peace and happiness.” Robert Muller ("the philosopher of the United Nations") 

 

 
Sports Notices & Student Achievements 

 

 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Adam Byrne who has been invited to play at the Royal College of Music "high scorers" 
concert for high achievers at this year's Royal College of Music practical piano exams.  Good luck Adam. 
 

 
 

KELLY CLUB HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES: 
Pre- Christmas programmes will run at the following centres: 
Kelly club Northland; (Northland Memorial hall – 5 Woburn Road) 18 Dec – 22 Dec, Kelly Club Westpark; 21 Dec 
– 22 Dec, Kelly Club Churton Park; 18 Dec – 22 Dec, Kelly Club Amesbury; 15 Dec – 22 Dec. 
Activities include Wet N Wild, Scavenger Hunt, Cup cake decorating, Sports, Christmas Activities 
games and much more. 
  
January Holiday Programme starting from the 8th January 2018 at the following venues: Kelly Club Wilton 
(wests rugby clubrooms, Ian Galloway Park, Wilton), Westpark School, Churton Park School, Amesbury 
School. 
Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to do things they 
enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment.   The programmes are packed with activities to 
entertain and inspire children. 
For full details and to enrol into our programmes 
visit www.kellyclub.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201 
  
KELLY SPORTS TERM 1 2018: 
Kelly Sports will be back in Term 1 with their fun and exciting classes. 
 “Back to School Sports” (Yrs 1-4) – Tuesday 3.05pm – 4.05pm; Come and try Football, Cricket, Turbo 
Touch and Dodgeball. Try 2 weeks each of these sports. We use games & drills to teach game sense and team 
play. 
It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and improve ability. We use games & drills to teach game 
sense and team play. Learn the fundamental skills for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance 
and many more – all while having a great time! 
  
JANUARY FOOTBALL MORNING HOLIDAY WORKSHOP (Yrs 1–6) Wests Club Rooms, Wilton (all weather 
indoor surface). Improve technique by working on the core skills of control, dribbling, passing, tackling & shooting 
with head coach Martin. 
Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am-12.30pm (9th, 10th & 11th Jan/16th, 17th & 18th Jan/23rdth, 24th & 25th Jan). 
  
For full details and to enrol into our programmes 
visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201 
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ASB SCHOOL BANKING 
Has your child been registered for School Banking? If not please ask at the office  
for a form to sign up for their Head Start Saving Account. 
 
Once your child has been registered they will receive a Kid’s School Banking  
pack which will include a calculator, savings diary and deposit envelopes to help  
them get started. 
 
For easy and convenient banking for your child, the ASB has provided a Deposit 
Drop Box in the office area where your child can make their regular savings deposit.  Emma McCallum 

 
PARENT ROAD PATROL  

             
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
                    
 
 

                   
                        
 

                   Parents: Please be present from 8:30-9:00am and again from 2:50-3:15pm 
 
 

 
To order your Sushi Lunches for WEDNESDAYS via the Kindo Shop on your school website  
(or via www.ezlunch.co.nz) 
Please note our final day for deliveries this year is Wednesday 13th December. 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 Click here for all community notices - http://www.st-benedicts.school.nz/?page_id=1639  

 

  

HOK Sponsors     

Thank you to businesses and individuals 
that sponsor and support St Benedict’s 
School. We acknowledge and appreciate 
their support and ask that you use them 
when you can. 

                       

 

 
 

 

Term 4   

Tuesday 12 Dec Catalan family 

Wednesday 13 Dec Cheminais family 

Thursday 14 Dec Chu family 

Friday  School closed  

Term 1, 2018   

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday 31 Jan Clareburt family 

Thursday 01 Feb Collier family 

Friday 02 Feb Coulter family 
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