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21 November 2017  
 
We warmly welcome Imogen to Room 2, sister of Alice Mazur.  We trust you have been made to feel welcome by the 
wonderful students here. 

 
From the Board of Trustees 
 
Mid-Term Elections – Nominations closed last Friday.  If there have been more than 2 nominations received parents 
will receive voting papers in the post by this Thursday and a vote will be held.  If this is the case please take a few 
minutes to read the candidates bio’s and submit a vote. 

 
We wish all of our students competing in the Interzone Athletics today all the best and know they will represent our 
school with pride. 
 
Manuka Athletics will be held at Nairnville Park this Wednesday between 9.00am and 1.00pm. 
 
We all look forward to being treated to entertaining poems and speeches by the finalists at the school speech 
competition next Friday 1

st
 December.   

 
This week our EPIC Award “EPIC Eddie” went to the students in Room 6.  
Room 6 have been working really hard this term and deserve EPIC Eddie 
for their positive attitudes and perseverance in learning. They have been 
practicing speeches and have all shown courage and confidence when 
standing in front of the class presenting. They have been respectful when 
listening to each other and have given some fantastic feedback. Room 6 
have also been putting a lot of effort into their writing this term and they 
have written some fantastic pieces. They have persevered to edit and 
recraft their stories and make them the best they possibly can. Room 6 are 
kind, hardworking and determined.  The students in Room 6 are 
definitely EPIC! 

 
We would like to say a huge thank you to the Catholic Woman’s League for 
their generous donation of $200 that has been put toward pastoral care and support that we are able to provide 
families within our school community.  We are grateful to have such good support from within our parish community. 

Key Dates  
November 

22 Manuka Syndicate Athletics-Nairnville 

23  InterZone Athletics postponement 

24 Manuka Syndicate Athletics-Nairnville 
postponement 

24 School Disco 

27 St Mary’s College Orientation Day 

December 

01 School Speech Competition  

03 School Choir Performing at Ngaio 
Carol Service 7pm 

05 Regional Athletics  

06 BOT meeting – 5.30pm 

06 End of Year Parent Meeting 7.00pm 

08 End of Year Mass 

10 Yr 8 Leavers Dinner  

12 Big Day Out – Whole school 

13 Prize giving & Carol service – 6pm 

14 Term 4 ends 

January 2018 

22 School Office Open - 9-3pm 

28 Second Hand Uniform Sale:11–12:30 

31 Term 1 begins 

February 2018 

16 Annual School Picnic 
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Dates to mark in your diary:   

 
On Wednesday 6th December we will be holding our Annual Parent Meeting where the Board of Trustees will present 
the year’s work and student achievement data.  This will begin at 7.00pm in the school library. 
 
We will be holding our Leavers’ Mass on Friday 8th December at 9.15am at St Benedict’s Church. This is a special 
Mass and we invite everyone, especially the Year 8 leavers families, to join us if possible. This will be followed by a 
shared morning tea at school to thank everyone who has helped out at school this year.  Everyone is welcome to join 
us for this.  All Year 8 students are asked to bring a plate.  End of Year reports will be sent home this day also. 

 
On Tuesday 12

th
 December we will be holding our annual “Big Day Out” where we take the whole school on a 

mystery trip to celebrate the year that has been and to build community amongst our school community.   
 
On Wednesday 13th December we will be holding our Carol Service and Senior Prize giving. This will be held at St 
Benedict’s Church and will begin at 6.00pm. It would be great to see everyone at this special end of year occasion. 
 
Library News 
The library will be closed during the week of 27

th
 November so Janine can carry out the annual stocktake of books.  

Please return all library books to school by this Friday 24
th
 November at the latest.   

 
 

Last week (Monday-Sunday), our solar panels generated 154 kWh of solar 
energy.  Our school page can be viewed by clicking on the St Benedict’s School 
Schoolgen link: http://schoolgen.co.nz/schoolgen-schools/st-benedicts-school.    
 
 

Please note the change that has been made to the community notices.  Click on this link http://www.st-
benedicts.school.nz/?page_id=1639 to our school website where these notices are displayed. 
 
Kind Regards 
Dave Lamont 
Principal  
 

CHILDREN'S ADVENT MASS - 3 DECEMBER 
There will be children's mass to celebrate the 1st Sunday of Advent, 9am 3rd December at St Benedict’s Church. 
We would love you to join us!  
We would also like some children to help with prayers, offertory, welcome, etc, and a small group of singers to lead 
the psalm. Also 2 teenagers/parents required for the readings. If you are able to participate, please email Angela 
at angelahoustonnz@gmail.com . 
There will be a practice at St Bens after the 9 am mass on Sunday 26th Nov. 

 
 
 
BOOK CHARACTER DAY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
] 
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St Francis of Assisi, Ohariu Parish Expo 
An Expo featuring the various options for our Parish buildings is currently on and will run until the end of November. 
The ideas in the Expo come from the submissions made by parishioners after the report on the state of our Church 
buildings was published. With about 1 million dollars needing to be spent on upgrades this is a chance for everyone 
to have an opportunity to view and comment on the best solution for the future of our Parish.  You will find feedback 
forms available in the Church foyer along with supporting information to help make an informed choice. The Expo 
Display is on the Parish Website.  http://stfrancisohariu.nz/Image/Expo.pdf 

 
 
 

Pyramids of Ancient Egypt 
 

The Pyramids of ancient Egypt are one of mankind’s great achievements, constructed by the most powerful and 
prosperous civilization of ancient times. They were constructed by Egyptian slaves for the pharaohs as tombs 
over 3,000 years ago. However, there is, in fact, more to these monumental feats of early human engineering 
than there appears at first glance of its thick, well-constructed outer walls, or “sides”. This contains what we do 
know. 
 
The first pyramid was constructed in 2630 B.C. in Saqqara, for king Djoser of the Third dynasty. During his reign 
of nearly twenty years, the Pyramid reached a height of 62 metres high, making it the tallest building of its time. 
The Pyramid was constructed using 6-stepped layers of stone to make the pyramid a ‘stairway to the sun god’. 
Not long after, the pharaoh Khufu of the fourth dynasty had the great pyramid of Giza built to be his tomb. It was 
built over a twenty year period during his reign and, when finished, it had a height of 146 metres tall. From then, 
until the completion of Paris’s Eiffel Tower in 1889 C.E., it was the world’s tallest building. Upon closer inspection, 
some of the stones used have been found to be enormous, and that lifting them and then positioning them so 
precisely seems impossible by modern standards. 
 
Once the pyramids had been carefully analysed and explored, it has become widely accepted that they were 
used as tombs. The tomb of a Pharaoh was decorated with wall paintings and hieroglyphics. The room was full of 
all of the pharaoh’s possessions, including food, oils, weapons, jewellery and even boats or chariots. The 
Egyptians believed that after death your body would go to the afterlife, so they put in the tomb everything they 
needed for the afterlife. Along with the deceased’s possessions being put in the tomb, it was the job of the 
embalmers to preserve the body for the afterlife. They would take out the vital organs, except the brain (which 
they would break down then pour into another bowl), and put them in special jars. They then dried out the body 
with salts, wrapped it in several layers of linen and put in decorated coffins. 
 
After the era in which the pyramids were built and used as tombs, the pharaohs were buried in a place called the 
valley of kings. The tomb entrances were cut into the side of cliffs along the valley. In these tombs were the same 
amount of possessions and food, as well as other items. The tombs here were supposed to prevent robbery, 
hence the place of choice and the complexity of some of the tombs. Some were deliberately put higher up, more 
out of sight, and some were quite the opposite. Through the entrance was usually a long hallway called the “way 
to the sun god”. Down near the end was a well or shaft designed to catch the rainwater and to obstruct, and 
possibly discourage tomb robbers. Despite all this, only the small tomb of the boy king Tutankhamun escaped 
being pillaged by the robbers. 
 
The Egyptian pyramids and their tombs are an incredible feat for the Egyptians to succeed in. these pyramids that 
stand today, the science, logistics and engineering behind them, as well as their commitment to their belief, is one 
of many ways in which the Egyptians were the most powerful nation in the ancient world.  
 

By Liam Rodgers, Year 8 

 
 

WEEKLY REFLECTION - Forgiveness 

 

“Forgiving you is my gift to you. Moving on is my gift to myself.” Unknown 
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HOK Notices 

SUMMER Disco 
THIS FRIDAY, 24 November – Khandallah Scout Hall 
Year 1-3 5.00 – 6.25pm 
Year 4-6 6.30 – 7.55pm 
Year 7-8 8.00 – 9.30pm 
 
Thanks for those who have volunteered to help.  
 
HELP REQUIRED! 
 • DJ’s for the first two sessions (5-6.25pm, 6.30-7.55pm) 
• 2 parent helpers for the 8.00 – 9.30pm  session 
 
Please email Katie on  kdelamare@outlook.com 
 

 
Sports Notices & Student Achievements 

 

 
 
LIVE PERFORMANCE  
The Loose Cannons rock band, featuring St Ben’s own Sam Glynan and Luke Wellik,  
will be performing their first live gig on Tuesday 28

th
 November at 7pm, at The Fringe Bar,  

28 Allan Street. If you’re passing by, you are most welcome to drop in!! 
 
 
REMINDER  
NORTHERN SUBURBS NETBALL INVITES ALL MEMBERS TO ATTEND THEIR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
DATE:           Wednesday 22nd November 2017 
TIME:            7.00pm 
VENUE:        Staffroom, Newlands Intermediate School 
 
Anyone can attended especially if interested in finding out more about what happens in school netball.   
Come along - Please let Viv know if u will be there.  If interested in becoming the school netball coordinator come 
along too.  Thanks Viv Collier - vivcollier00@gmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ASB SCHOOL BANKING 
Has your child been registered for School Banking? If not please ask at the office  
for a form to sign up for their Head Start Saving Account. 
 
Once your child has been registered they will receive a Kid’s School Banking  
pack which will include a calculator, savings diary and deposit envelopes to help  
them get started. 
 
For easy and convenient banking for your child, the ASB has provided a Deposit 
Drop Box in the office area where your child can make their regular savings deposit.  Emma McCallum 
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PARENT ROAD PATROL  

             
 
 
 
 
              

 
 
                    
 
 

                   
                        
 

                   Parents: Please be present from 8:30-9:00am and again from 2:50-3:15pm 
 

 
To order your Sushi Lunches for WEDNESDAYS via the Kindo Shop on your school website  
(or via www.ezlunch.co.nz) 
Please note our final day for deliveries this year is Wednesday 13th December. 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 Click here for all community notices - http://www.st-benedicts.school.nz/?page_id=1639  

 

  

HOK Sponsors     

Thank you to businesses and individuals that sponsor and support St Benedict’s School. We 
acknowledge and appreciate their support and ask 

that you use them when you can. 

                       

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Term 4   

Tuesday 21 Nov Bertrand family 

Wednesday 22 Nov Billones family 

Thursday 23 Nov Black family 

Friday 24 Nov Bowen family 

   

Monday 27 Nov Berry family 

Tuesday 28 Nov TBC 

Wednesday 29 Nov Billones  

Thursday 30 Nov Black family 

Friday 31 Nov Brown family 
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