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We warmly welcome Nakos Pinto, brother of Lucious and Skye and Liam Belford, brother of Briana to Room 2 and into 
our school community. 
 

School swimming sports are to be held at the Karori Pool this Thursday.  The children will leave school by bus at 
9.00am and we plan to be back at school by lunchtime.  Please come and support the children if you are able to. 
 

We have mid-year parent interviews coming up in the last week of this term.  These will take place on Tuesday 4 July  
and Thursday 6 July.  If your child is in Year 1-3 and is due for an interview, you will be contacted by email about this.  
All children in Years 4-8 will have an interview.  On-line booking for interviews will be set up next week and the code to 
book will be in next week’s newsletter so bookings can be made.  Parents will receive action plan reports also.  
 
Bernard Whaanga, a member of the St Benedict’s Church community, has been 
coming to school every Tuesday this term and taking a music group with some of our 
keen musicians.  We thank him for giving his time to do this and for sharing his 
talents with our students. 
 

Room 11 have been impressing Mr Bath a great deal 
of late. They have been working extremely hard on 
their formal essays and have persevered with regular 
planning and editing of their work to submit some 
fantastic pieces of writing.   
Mr Bath has been most impressed watching them during the sports sessions at 
Nairnville as they have shown a willingness to help and support each another.  
The Room 11 students all take on different responsibilities for the school and they are 
great at helping out other students.  The students in Room 11 are truly EPIC! 

 

Please keep an eye on the calendar for upcoming events.  The Google calendar is on the school website under parent 
information on the right hand side of the window. 
 

Father Doug would like to talk with interested parents and those who have indicated they would like their children to be 
baptised into the Catholic faith.  He would also like to talk with those who would like to have their children take further 
part in the Sacraments.  At the time of enrolling their children, some parents said they would like to learn more about 

Key Dates  
June 

14 ICAS exam – Writing  

15 School swimming sports  

20 InterZone cross country 

22 Otago Problem Solving 

22-23 ASB Getwise 

27 Yr 7  Camp meeting – 2018 
6:30pm 

27 Yr 6 Intermediate Syndicate 
information – 7pm 

30 Immunisation – Yr 7 – 9am 

 School Disco  

July 

4 Parent Interviews 

5 Science Fair viewing – 6:30pm 

6 Parent Interviews 

7 Term 2 ends 

24 Term 3 begins 

27 Australian Maths Competition 

 Otago Problem solving  

28 Grandparent’s Mass – 9:15am 

Aug 

01 ICAS English exam 
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baptism and the Sacraments.  Father Doug will be in contact with these families about exploring this further.  Father 
Doug can be contacted on 479 7777 if you would like to discuss this further with him. 
 

We continue to receive inquiries about children enrolling at St Benedict’s School next year.  If you or anyone you know 
is interested in finding out about enrolment for next year please contact Dave Lamont at school on 479 6878.  A this 
stage we only have places for new “preference” enrolments (children who are Catholic or who have a Catholic 
connection).  Preference Criteria can be viewed on our school website under the Enrolment tab along the top of the 
page. 

 
Last week (Monday-Sunday) our solar panels generated 47 kWh of solar 
energy.  Our school page can be viewed by clicking on the St Benedict’s School 
Schoolgen link: http://schoolgen.co.nz/schoolgen-schools/st-benedicts-school.    
 

 
Kind Regards 
Dave Lamont 
Principal 
 

How did animals get to the Galapagos Islands? 

The Galapagos Islands have been referred to as nature’s greatest experiment. 965 kilometres west of 

Ecuador is a group of 16 islands, home to many amazing creatures. It is named after one of the islands 

most spectacular animals, the Galapagos Tortoise. The archipelago is home to many unique plants and 

animals. Most animals have adapted to live and thrive in a home full of volcanos and in the harsh 

climate near the equator. Every animal on the Galapagos Islands have arrived in their own, unique 

way. Penguins, giant tortoises and spiders have changed and adapted to these islands. 

The way that spiders transport themselves is reliant on the wind, and although no one knows this for 

sure, this is the way that many scientists think they got to the islands. They create two strings of silk 

and weave them together; next they climb to the top of a leaf or stick and wait for a gust of wind. They 

then let go with their feet and see where the wind takes them. This is called ballooning. Spiders were 

one of the first animals to inhabit the islands. Two cross winds met at the Galapagos Islands and 

carried over 150 species of spiders to the islands.  

The archipelago was named after the giant tortoise, as galapagos means tortoise in Spanish. The 

Galapagos Islands most celebrated animal has adapted over time to suit their adopted environment. 

As tortoises are buoyant, some people think that these animals have floated over from Seychelles, 

2500 kilometres east of East Africa. Another explanation of the way they got there, is that they may 

have floated over on a raft of vegetation. The reason the tortoises could make this journey is because, 

like most reptiles, they are able to survive months without food or water.  

Penguins have travelled all the way from Antarctica and have evolved a huge amount along the way. 

The penguins were carried by two strong, cold, under water currents. It carried a few penguins that 

strayed too far from home, across the Pacific Ocean. Penguins have changed in many ways since their 

arrival at the archipelago, and there are now less than 1000 Galapagos Penguins on the islands.  

Three to five million years ago the first of the Galapagos Islands came up from under the sea. 

Sometime later, the first animals and seeds made their way to this hot and rocky place. Some managed 

to breed and survive here and are still there today. Penguins got swept up from the Antarctic, spiders 

ballooned over the ocean and the most celebrated animal on the island came bobbing over the sea all 

the way from Seychelles. Whatever way the animals got there, they all have an incredible story and are 

now part of nature’s greatest experiment.                                                              By Olive Young, Room 11 
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DO YOU KNOW A BOY WHO LOVES TO SING? 
 
Following the growing success of the Boys’ Choir at the Metropolitan Cathedral we are expanding our intake of 
choristers to include boys from around the Wellington region. We are on the lookout for fun loving, happy and 
friendly boys who would like to audition for the Archdiocesan Boys’ Choir. Previous experience of singing in choirs 
or prior musical training is not required. If your son can sing in tune and enjoys music then encourage him to 
audition! 
 
Over their time in the choir, boys will learn sound vocal technique, music theory, life-skills, teamwork, as well as 
grow in confidence and discipline. Teachers and parents see the boys’ language skills, reading comprehension 
skills, maths skills and confidence improve greatly by being a part of the choir. The life of chorister provides the 
ability to develop spiritual, as well as musical, intellectual and personal gifts. 
 
Auditions will be held on Thursday 15 June 4:00pm-5:30pm at the Cathedral on Hill Street, Thornton, Wellington. 
 
For more information and to register your interest please contact Michael Fletcher, Director of Music, Metropolitan 
Cathedral or email m.fletcher@wn.catholic.org.nz<mailto:m.fletcher@wn.catholic.org.nz> or phone 04 496 1700. 

 
 

WEEKLY REFLECTION 

 

"We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can do." 

 

Mother Teresa (St Teresa of Calcutta) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOK Notices 

School Disco – Parent Helpers 
Friday, 30 June – Khandallah Scout Hall 
To help make this night a success we are looking for parents to assist on the 
night. Please let Kate Aduna know which session you can help with. 
kateaduna@yahoo.com 

School Raffle Coming 
Every second year we have a school raffle, and this year we hope to raise 
$8000 to provide a shade sail between room 7 & 8 and for keeping our IT 
equipment up to date. Raffle books will be available early July and can be 
sold through your family networks and at rostered times outside 
supermarkets. There are some great prizes which will be drawn at the 
Father’s Day breakfast in early September.  

Entertainment Books 
Lots of savings to be had in the Entertainment Book. These can be physical 
books with card/vouchers or digital membership allows you to have the app 
on your phone. Go online to purchase at: 
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/10422e1 
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Sports Notices & Student Achievements 

 

 
 
SWIMMING SPORTS 
The bus will be leaving school at 9am to take all Year 4 to 8 students to Karori pool for our school swimming sports.  
Please remind your children to pack swimming togs (or wear them under their sports uniform), 2 towels, house colour t-
shirt, sweat shirt, morning tea and drink.  Thank you. 
 

 
KELLY CLUB JULY HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES – “NIGEL KENNEDY AND MR FUNNY BUNNY ARE COMING TO KELLY 
CLUB TUESDAY 11TH JULY 2017”! 
Kelly Club has full a time Holiday Programmes during the July school holidays.  We operate from the following 
venues in the northern suburbs Wests Rugby Clubrooms in Wilton, Churton Park School , Amesbury 
School, West Park from 10th July – 21st July 2017.   
Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to do things 
they enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment. The programmes are packed with activities to 
entertain and inspire children. 
For full details and to enrol into our programmes 
visit www.kellyclub.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FOOTBALL MORNING HOLIDAY WORKSHOP (Yrs 1–6) Wests Rugby Clubrooms, Wilton (all weather indoor 
surface).  Improve technique by working on the core skills of control, dribbling, passing, tackling & shooting. 
Great practice for the winter season! 
Week 1 - Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am-12.30pm, Week 2 – Tues, Weds, Thurs  9.30am-12.30pm 
  
“GIRLS ONLY FOOTBALL” – Week 1 Fri 14th July 9.30am-12.30pm 

  

NETBALL HOLIDAY WORKSHOP (Yrs 1-6) Onslow College Gym - Johnsonville 
Grow your child’s confidence with our netball skills programme focusing on the key skills areas for their level of 
development.  We use fun drills and games to develop and challenge young players 
Week 1 – Weds, Thurs 1pm-4pm 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
KELLY SPORTS TERM 3 
Kelly Sports will be back in Term 3 with their fun and exciting classes. Kelly Sports encourages children to have 
fun, build confidence and to give sport a go. We believe that sport and physical activity has so much to offer 
children; it improves fitness, develops communication skills, team work and gives them a place to channel their 
energy. 
Play Like a Sports Hero! (Yrs 1-4) Tuesdays 3.05-4.05pm - Come and try Football, Netball, Handball and Rippa 
Rugby. It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and improve ability. We use games & drills to teach 
game sense and team play. Learn the fundamental skills for all sports – throwing, running, jumping, striking, 
balance and many more – all while having a great time! 
For full details and to enrol into our programmes 
visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201 
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‘YUMMY’ STICKERS’ – Now until the end of Term 3.     We have 1197 stickers so far. 
 

* Thank you to Cole Stockler, Chelsea, Liam & Daisy Wishart 

for their ‘Yummy’ stickers. 
 

It’s time to start collecting yummy apple stickers and the cut-out labels on the yummy 1.5kg apple bags.  You 

will find all your favourite yummy apples at your local New World or Pak’n Save (and some participating 4 

Square stores).  Plus three new varieties now. 

Eat ‘Yummy’ and support our school.  Crunch on apples and collect ‘yummy’ sports money.   

Collect the ‘cut out’ labels from the 1.5kg bags of ‘Yummy’ apples or individual ‘Yummy’ apple  

stickers, available from New World and Pak’n Save stores.  Cash them in for Rebel Sports  

gear for our school.  Send all your ‘Yummy’ stickers to the office.    

* Collect your sticker sheets from the office or visit www.yummyfruit.co.nz.  Let’s get munching. 

 

ASB SCHOOL BANKING 
Has your child been registered for School Banking? If not please ask at the  
office for a form to sign up for their Head Start Saving Account. 
 
Once your child has been registered they will receive a Kid’s School Banking  
pack which will include a calculator, savings diary and deposit  
envelopes to help them get started. 
 
For easy and convenient banking for your child, the ASB has provided a Deposit 
Drop Box in the office area where your child can make their regular savings deposit.  Emma McCallum 

 

 

MUSIC LESSONS 
Your child can learn how to play the keyboard at this school.  

The lessons are run during school hours and all ages are welcome! 

The Wellington Music Academy has been providing music lessons in the Wellington region for over 23 years. 

Our experienced and enthusiastic teachers will ensure all lessons are fun and appropriate for your child's 

level of musical development. Please contact the Music Academy at any time for more information and to 

book a place. 

 

Phone:  0272115077  

email:   admin@musicacademy.co.nz 

online:  www.musicacademy.co.nz  
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PARENT ROAD PATROL  
             
 
 
 
 
              

 
 
                    
 
 

                   
                        
 

                   Parents: Please be present from 8:30-9:00am and again from 2:50-3:15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
KIDZSTUFF THEATRE What: The Little Duckling,  When: 8th - 22nd July, Where: Tararua Tramping Club, 4 Moncrieff Street, Mt 

Victoria, Wellington, Times: Weekdays 10am & 11:30am, Saturdays 10am, no show Sundays. Tickets $10pp, Groups of 6 deal for $50, 
Children under 2 Free $7 Special Opening Preview, Saturday 8th July 2017. Bookings:  www.kidzstufftheatre.co.nz / 027 567 5664/ 
kidzstuffnz@gmail.com  
KIDS CROSS COUNTRY SERIES STARTS IN JUNE  The next event in the Brendan Foot Supersite Kids Cross Country Series is at Mt 

Victoria.  It's a mini mountain run . Each event has 500+ kids, aged 4 to 13.  There are three more events you can take part in. Sunday 
25 June at Mt Victoria, Sunday 9 July in Tawa, Sunday 13 August in Petone. Come along, join the fun. Only $8 to enter. Book at last one 
week prior to each event & you'll receive a printed race bib with your child's name on it. For more info or to enter go to athleticshub.co.nz 
or contact jo@athleticswellington.org.nz 
TWO-WEEK  JULY  HOLIDAY PROGRAMME -  NORTHLAND KIDZ CLUB    We'll be swimming, ice-skating, go-karting & making 

chapatis – visiting historic Golder  Cottage in Upper Hutt, watching old-time movies at Time Cinema, playing laser tag & mini-golf & much 
more !  In between, we're often playing at parks & beaches – come & join us on our adventures.  $45 per child per day (third child 
onwards :$20),  8.30a.m  -  6p.m each day.  For details, check out our website (www.nkc.org.nz) , or contact Jan on cell (022-140-2612) ,  
   e-mail (nkc.jan@gmail.com). 
CODECAMP - JULY HOLIDAYS When:  July 10th – 13th & July 17th - 20

th
. Early Discounts available until the 12th June. venues: 

Samuel Marsden School, Karori - Thorndon School  -  Scots College. Code camp allows boys & girls from the ages of 7-12 to develop 
21st century skills in a fun & action packed environment. Develop confidence & initiative through design, creativity, solving problems & 
collaboration. Create games, apps & work with robots & electronic building blocks.  Book Now www.codecamp.co.nz/holiday-codecamp 
SPRINGBOARD & PLATFORM DIVING AT KILBIRNIE POOL Wellington Diving Club has a range of diving classes for kids aged 5 

years & up. Why not try something new this year? Visit our website & come along for a free trial lesson! We have several after-school 
sessions & cater for kids of any level from beginners to competitive. We also run fun casual sessions on Sundays. For more information, 
please visit our website www.wellingtondiving.org.nz or call/text Barbara on 027 485 8888. 
WELLINGTON BALLET offers ballet for children from the age of 3 - adult.  We teach the Royal Academy of Dance Ballet syllabus in four 

locations: Khandallah Bowling Club, Khandallah Town Hall & the Johnsonville & Newlands Community Centres.  We now offer Jazz & 
Contemporary with Caroline Chu.  We are now taking enrolments: www.wellingtonballet.co.nz or email wellingtonballet@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 2   

Tuesday 13 June Dinnan family (Jeannie-Mae) 

Wednesday 14 June Dmochowski family 

Thursday 15 June Doblas family 

Friday 16 June Dravitzki family  

   

Monday 19 June Drummond family 

Tuesday 20 June Cheminais family 

Wednesday 21 June Edwardson family 

Thursday 22 June Faraon family 

Friday 23 June Florance family 
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HOK Sponsors     

Thank you to businesses and individuals that sponsor and support St Benedict’s School. We 
acknowledge and appreciate their support and ask that you use them when you can. 
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