
 

Manuka Syndicate Newsletter – Term 1, 2017 
 

Tuesday 31st January, 2017 

  
Welcome to the new school year at St. Benedict’s!   

We hope that you enjoyed a safe and relaxing  

Christmas holiday and are looking forward to the  

stimulating term that we’ve planned for your  

children.   

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our  

new families.  We look forward to getting to know you  

and are sure that you will soon feel part of our school  

community.   

 

Our Manuka Syndicate includes the New Entrants and  

Years 1 and 2.  The teachers and their rooms are: 

 

Room 2 New Entrants / Year 1 Anne Minto  

Room 3 Year 1 and 2   Sarah Wood 

Room 4  Year 2    Fiona Barnett 

 

Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if you  

have any questions or concerns.   

 

Sunhats and Sunblock 

Please ensure that your child has a named sunhat at school each day this term to protect their 

skin.  

Sunhats can be left at school on bag hooks, in chairbags or in schoolbags. You might like to put 

sunblock on your child before school. 

 

Morning Prayers  

Our school day begins with morning prayers and parents are most welcome to attend these.  We do 

ask however that if pre-schoolers are present, they are quiet during this time.  

  

Swimming 

We begin swimming lessons this Friday:  Week 1 (3rd February).  We will swim for 9 sessions, 

through to Friday 7th April (Week 10).  There will be no swimming in Week 2 (Friday 10th February), 

due to our school picnic being planned for this day.   

Dates to Diary   

Class Masses  

9:15 a.m. at St. Benedict’s Church. The 

children attend these on a Wednesday 

with their older buddy class. 

Room 2: 5th April 

Room 3: 8thth February 

Room 4: 22nd February 

Meet the Teacher Evening Wednesday 

15th February, 6pm in the school library. 

School Picnic   Friday 10th February. 



 

Our swimming lessons are at the Khandallah School Pool. The children are taught by qualified 

Easyswim instructors and we travel to and from the pool by bus.  We leave St. Benedict’s at about 

1:00 p.m. and leave Khandallah School at 2:30 p.m.  The swimming lessons are 30 minutes long, with 

the syndicate splitting into two swimming sessions.  

All swimmers must wear a named swimming cap and goggles. Please check that your child brings a 

named towel, swimming togs, goggles, cap and school uniform items including footwear.  

Unnamed items tend to go missing and unfortunately, it can be very difficult to find them again. 

School Picnic 

This is planned for the Friday of Week 2 (10th February), and parents are most welcome to attend 

this fun day.  Traditionally we enjoy building sand creations, an ice-block and a pool swim.  A great 

time is had by all. 

 

Topics Covered this Term 

Religious Education and Health We begin the term with a Religious Education unit that 

questions who we are, what makes us special and unique, and how we can work together to establish 

a happy classroom.  We will practise some useful strategies for making friends.  This unit will be 

integrated into the Ministry of Education Health unit Ko Tahitanga: Getting on Together.   

 

The second Religious Education topic for the term is about God the Creator. An important focus of 

the unit is respecting our environment and animals. The children consider practical ways to care 

for the world. 

The term ends by studying Lent, Holy Week and Easter. 

 

English The focus for the term is how authors (including ourselves), convey ideas visually and 

in writing. We practise presenting our ideas as drawings and writing, and discuss the main ideas in 

the books we read in class. 

 

Mathematics   The term focus will be Number Knowledge.  The children will practise reading, 

sequencing, adding and subtracting numbers. Additionally, we will investigate Statistics: collecting, 

analysing and presenting information. 

 

Social Science and Technology        In Week 7, our syndicate will spend a day enjoying the Capital 

Arts Festival in Wellington.  In conjunction with this visit, we will study cultural stories, make our 

own puppets, and plan and present a cultural story using these as our characters. 

 

The Visual and Performing Arts           This will be integrated into our topic studies with drama and 

puppet-making. 

 

Te Reo  We will meet weekly to collectively practise simple greetings and sing in Maori.  

Within our own classes, simple vocabulary will be gradually covered over the term and Year 2 will 



 

learn how to introduce themselves. 

 

ICT      The children will become familiar with the basic operation of laptops and iPads, which 

they will use in the literacy and maths programmes. 

 

Physical Education       In addition to swimming, large ball skills will be taught over the term 

during daily fitness sessions.  The children will be expected to wear their sunhats at these times. 

 

Homework 

Homework activities will begin at the end of Week 3, with homework books going home each Friday.  

Please ensure that the homework books are back at school for marking by the following Thursday 

so that work can be marked and the following week’s homework given.  

Homework activities will differ from class to class and your child’s teacher will inform you of 

these. 

 

We wish you and your children a very happy term. 

 

Anne Minto, Sarah Wood and Fiona Barnett. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


