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Welcome to Term 1, 2017. Hopefully, everyone has had a good break and like us, you are all 
eager to begin the school year and get to know your new classmates. 
 
Please remember to bring a school sunhat to school each day this term and to wear sunblock 
to protect your skin from our intense ultra violet rays. The classrooms do not have a supply of 
sunblock as this can create problems with skin allergies, so you must bring your own and     
re-apply before play and lunchtimes.  
 
Many children have allergies to different foods as well. So we ask you to remind your children 
not to share food at school.  
 
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Cassidy to our syndicate, Mrs Cassidy will be teaching    
part-time in Rooms 5, 7 and 8 this year when Mrs Baughen, Mrs Taylor and Mrs Miranda are 
on classroom release.  We also have some new students to our school joining us this year. 
Silas Keogh Room 9,  Aminette Miranda and Lucious Pinto join Room 8 and Tessa 
Kallarackel, Molly Dudley and   Callum Allott joins Room 5.   We warmly welcome you and 
your families to St Benedict’s school community and look forward to getting to know youall. 
 
Kowhai Syndicate covers Year 3 to Year 6.  The teachers and rooms in our syndicate are: 
Room 5  Year 3   Mrs Kerry Baughen 
Room 6 Year 3 and 4  Miss Anneke Corich-Hermans 
Room 7 Year 4 and 5  Mrs Jacqui Miranda (Director of Religious Studies)                                                                            
Room 9 Year 5  and 6  Mrs Cameron (Sports Co-Ordinator) 
Room 8  Year 6 and 6  Mrs Taylor (Deputy Principal/ Syndicate leader)  
 
We will continue to focus on our values this year, making them key to everything that we do.   
They are empathy, perseverance, integrity and creativity.  We hope that through their 
knowledge and ability to display these values all of our students will grow into well rounded 
Christian citizens. 
 
The Year 6 Camp takes place later in the term.  All year 6 students should have brought home 
the camp information pack. If you haven’t received it please email cheryl.taylor@st-
benedicts.school.nz  for a copy.  
 
In the Kowhai Syndicate we focus on supporting students to become independent and self-
motivated learners.  Students are responsible for getting all work in on time, bringing their 
sports gear when needed, negotiating with their teacher solutions to issues and taking an 
active role in everything that is happening at school. We look forward to helping students to be 
the best that they can be. 
 
 
Kind Regards 

 

Kerry Baughen Room 5,   Anneke Corich-Hermans Room 6, Jacqui  Miranda Room 7, Rhiannon 

Cameron R9,  Cheryl Taylor  Room 8.  

 

Anne-Marie Cassidy ( Rooms 5, 7 and 8) , Molly Kelly  ( Room 9)  and  

Kate Woodbury (Room 6) -Part Time Teachers working in the Kowhai Syndicate. 
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Homework 
Please continue to encourage your child to complete their homework and hand it in 
on time each week.  Homework provides you with a link to what is being covered in 
class and an opportunity for your child to practise the new skills being taught.  We 
envisage that homework should take no longer than 20-30 minutes daily. This 
includes the reading time – which usually consists of a book brought home from 
class but can be combination of books given to them in class and also books of their 
own choice for students in Room 5,6 and 7, and independent reading for students in 
Rooms 8 and 9.  
Students should be able to complete their homework by themselves but doing it with 
them allows you to discuss it with them and to be involved in their learning journey. It 
should not, however, cause any friction at home. Most classes also have Study 
Ladder tasks set up each week.  We welcome your feedback on the homework that 
your child is receiving.   
Lunches 
The students are supervised for the first 10 minutes of lunch to ensure that they have 
time to sit and eat their lunch before running off to play.  We encourage students to 
be eating a healthy lunch each day.  As an Enviro-School we encourage “nude 
lunches”, this means eliminating packaging and unnecessary food wraps.  
As we get older and are burning up more energy we need food that will sustain us 
throughout the day and that will feed our brains.   Snack foods don’t provide this for 
us so please limit treats to special occasions and make sure that your child has a 
healthy filling lunch.  By this stage of their life they should be encouraged to make 
their own lunch (with supervision of course). Please do not include food items that 
are hard to open or require heating.   
Punctuality 
All students are encouraged to be at school between 8:30 and 8:45.  This allows 
them time to get themselves set up for the day and to chat to their friends. Arriving 
on the bell or after the bell doesn’t allow students to do this important organisation 
for the day. The roll is taken at 8:55 in all classrooms. Students who arrive before 
8:30 should remain outside.  No-one is permitted to be in the classrooms or corridors 
before 8:30 as this is teacher’s preparation time. 
Swimming 
This term we are having swimming lessons at Keith Spry Pool Johnsonville on 
Fridays beginning this week.  Please remember to bring your swimsuit and towel to 
school.  Water Safety is a requirement under the NZ Curriculum and all students are 
expected to participate in these swimming lessons.  Swimsuits should be suitable for 
school wear and swimming lessons.  Many students wear their swimsuits under their 
uniform when coming to school. Just remember to bring your underwear to put on 
after your lesson! Students wear sports uniform on swimming days. As our Year 3 
students have been part of Kowhai syndicate for several years now, from this year 
we are asking our Year 3 students to purchase a school PE uniform. Our PE uniform 
is also worn when we go to Nairnville in Terms 2 and 3 and on other sports days 
throughout the year.  Please see the office for a school uniform order form, some 
second hand uniforms are available for purchase. 
Uniform 
Please encourage your child to wear their uniform with pride.  Girls should have hair 
ties and bands in school colours (navy, maroon or white). Nail polish and jewellery is 
not to be worn to school.  It is too easy to lose precious pieces and some jewellery 
poses a safety risks in the playground.  Earrings should be plain studs or sleepers 
only please.  Students will be asked to remove nail polish and any jewellery that is 
not appropriate for school wear. 



 
Curriculum focus for Term One 

Topic:   
What’s in My Kete 
This unit focuses on friendships and relationships. We will be highlighting the ways 
that we are different and have different needs. The children will be asked to bring 
some items that tell us about themselves to share with the class.  This unit links to 
Religious Education, Health and Social Science. 
 
Just Water- Climate Change in the Pacific 
This is an inquiry unit based on the Caritas Lent Unit. This covers the curriculum 
areas of Religious Education, Science and Social Science.   
 
Mathematics  
Number continues to be our major focus and this term we begin to focus on number 
knowledge, looking at fractions, place value, ordering and reading numbers.  We will 
also be learning about number strategies that we can use to support us when solving 
problems.  
Statistics will also be covered this term. Students will carry out a statistical 
investigation and learn how to read graphs and display their own data in an 
appropriate way. This is also linked to ICT. 
Literacy 
Our reading and writing is closely linked to our topic study.  This helps us to use our 
reading and writing as a learning tool. We will focus closely this term on being able to 
recognise the main idea that an author is trying to get across and in being able to 
get our ideas across to our audience when writing. To do this we will focus on a 
variety of genre but in particular biographies, research, note taking, summarising, 
time lines, narratives and recounts. 
Te Reo 
“Ko Au (I, me, myself )” is our unit this term.  Students will learn about their 
whakapapa and family history.  They will learn about relationships and how sharing 
our whakapapa helps others to make connections to who we are and where we are 
from. 
Physical Education /Health 
Swimming is our main physical education focus this term. Classes will also be 
learning skills in Cricket and other small ball sports. 
 
  
 
 

 Dates to Diary 
School Masses and Liturgies 
Ash Wednesday Mass Wednesday 1st March at 9:15am 
Stations of the Cross- Thursday 13th April 11:15 in church 
Class Masses–  
Rooms 3 and 8 Wednesday     8th  February 
Rooms 4 and 9  Wednesday     22nd February 
Rooms 5 and 11 Wednesday     8th  March 
Rooms 6 and 12 Wednesday     22nd March 
Rooms 2 and 7 Wednesday     5th  April 
School Picnic –Friday 10th  February at Bishop Park Eastbourne 
Meet the Teacher Evening -Wednesday 8th   February 
Year 6 Camp - Wednesday 29th March  to Friday 31st March 
Mission Fair – Wednesday 12th April TBC 
Our Classes Leading School Assemblies 
Room 9  Monday 27th  February                     Room 8 Monday 6th  March 
Room 7 Monday 13th  March                         Room 6  Monday 20th March 
Room 5 Monday 27th March 
 
 

 


