
 

Manuka Syndicate Newsletter – Term 3, 2016 

Important dates: 

Grandparents’ Mass - St. Benedict’s Church, Friday 29th July, 9.15am 

Assumption Mass – St. Benedict’s Church, Monday 15th August, 9.15am  

Room 1 Mass -  St. Benedict’s Church – Wednesday 21st September, 9.15am 

Rooms 2 and 3 Mass -  St. Benedict’s Church – Wednesday 3rd August, 9.15am 

Room 4 Mass - St. Benedict’s Church – Wednesday 17th August, 9.15am 

Soccer Skills –  Tuesdays 26th July – 13th September (8 sessions). Children wear weather-

appropriate sports mufti including sports shoes to school on these days. 

 

Pōwhiri ki katoa. We give a special welcome to the new students and families that are joining our 
syndicate and hope that you are looking forward to an exciting and busy term at St. Benedict’s. A very 
warm welcome back to Wendy Treder, who is opening a class of New Entrants in Room 1.  We are very 
pleased that she has put some of her ‘retirement’ on hold to join us once again. 
 
A friendly reminder about our school uniform:  please send your children to school in the correct school 

uniform.  This term they should be wearing black shoes with short white ankle socks or navy blue 

stockings, and hair should be tied back in the school colours (navy, black, maroon or white). Sleepers, 

plain studs and watches are the only adornments allowed.  Hanging earrings can cause a nasty injury. 

What’s Happening this Term? 

Our first topic study for the term is ‘The 2016 Olympic Games’.  We will be learning about some of our 

New Zealand athletes, their winning attitudes and behaviours and will be thinking about what ‘success’ 

really means.  We will find out about the origins of the Games, some of the countries and continents 

involved and of course, support our team.  Where possible, we will integrate the study into Visual Art, 

English, Maths and Technology. The technology focus will be recording on iPads an interview role-play 

with athletes and budding journalists.  Our buddy classes will be asked to assist with this!  

Science will be a study of the changes that different materials can undergo.  For example, changing 

separate ingredients into jelly.   

English This term’s focus in reading and writing is how an author uses oral, written and visual features 

to convey a message. Posters, mascots and banners will be included. 

Religious Education This term’s strands are The Church and The Sacraments. The children will learn 

how we can all, as members of Christ’s Church, carry out Jesus’ work in our communities.  We will learn 

about the Sacraments, including baptism and The Eucharist. We will also be learning about prayer 

styles, including meditation. Assumption Mass will be celebrated during the term.  



 

School families are most welcome to join us for prayer time and our class Masses at St. Benedict’s 

Church.  

Mathematics Number knowledge and strategies will continue to be our main focus, but we will also 

study the strand topics of Geometry and Measurement with an introduction to position, orientation, mass, 

volume and capacity.  

Physical Education Soccer skills will begin at school on the first Tuesday of the term. There will be 8 

sessions, with Week 9 being left free in case we are ‘rained off’ one week.  Sports mufti including 

sports shoes, should be worn on these days.  Please ensure that your child’s clothing is suitable for 

exercising in and will keep them warm on the cold winter days.  Our skill-based class fitness programme 

will continue each day. This will include practising the skills taught in our Tuesday soccer sessions. 

Te Reo Māori The syndicate will continue to meet weekly to learn Te Reo together.  This term we will 

practise the days of the week and the months of the year.  The children have really enjoyed singing 

songs in Te Reo and practising phrases with each other.  

Our school Production, based on the Robin Hood story, will involve all students learning songs and 

dances during the term. We look forward to sharing this with you at the beginning of Term 4. 

Thank you for supporting us as we work to develop your child’s love for learning and their natural 

curiosity.  We are very grateful for your assistance with various activities including book returns, 

transport and class trips. 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns. 

Wendy Treder, Anne Minto, Sarah Wood and Fiona Barnett. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


