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The 21st Century Student Profile. 



Vision of the New Zealand Curriculum
We want our young people to be: 

Connected
Able to relate well to others
Effective users of communication tools
Connected to the land and 
environment
Members of communities
International citizens

Confident
Positive in their own identity
Motivated and reliable
Resourceful
Enterprising and entrepreneurial
Resilient

Actively involved
Participants in a range of life contexts
Contributors to the well-being of New 
Zealand – social, cultural, economic, 

and environmental

Lifelong learners
Literate and numerate

Critical and creative thinkers
Active seekers, users, and 

creators of knowledge
Informed decision makers



Vision: At St Benedicts we want our 
students to be: 

• This is the point of our meeting tonight. 
• Parent discussion will create this vision. 



The Traditional Classroom – aiming for lower 
teacher: student ratios



The Classroom of the 21 st Century



What’s different?
• Future focussed – prepare our children for the futur e. 

• Seamless: from early childhood to Year 13.

• Set of common values. 

• Five key competencies for students 

• Second languages 

• Raises the profile and status of statistics within mathematics and across all subject areas. 

• Treaty of Waitangi explicit

• Schools to work closely with communities to design relevant curriculum. 

• Clear and simple statements about each learning are a. It also details the type of teaching 
that brings out the best in students.

• It recognises English, te reo M � ori and New Zealand Sign Language as official langu ages. 
These may be studied as first or additional languag es, or used as the medium of 
instruction.

• There are two partner documents in the new curricul um: The New Zealand Curriculum for 
English-medium teaching and learning, and Te Marautanga o Aotearoa for M � ori-medium 
teaching and learning.



Five Key Competencies

1. managing self; 

2. relating to others;
3.

4. participating and contributing; 

5. thinking;

6. using language, symbols, and texts. 



Learning languages: Schools must offer a second 
language for all students from year 7.

• German • French

• Japanese • Spanish



Mathematics and Statistics

• By learning mathematics and statistics, students 
develop other important thinking skills. They 
learn to create models and predict outcomes, to 
conjecture, to justify and verify, and to seek 
patterns and generalizations. They learn to 
estimate with reasonableness, calculate with 
precision, and understand when results are 
precise and when they must be interpreted with 
uncertainty. Mathematics and statistics have a 
broad range of practical applications in everyday 
life, in other learning areas, and in workplaces.



7 learning Areas

• English
• The Arts
• Health and Physical 

Education
• Learning Languages
• Mathematics and 

Statistics
• Science
• Social Sciences
• Technology

Listening Reading, Viewing, Speaking, 
Writing and Presenting

Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art

Health, Physical Education, Home 
Economics

Communication, Language knowledge. 
Cultural knowledge

Number, Algebra, Geometry, 
Measurement, Statistics 

Living World, Planet Earth and Beyond, 
Physical World, Material World

Culture…, Environment…., Change…, 
Economics

Doing, knowing, testing. 



The daily programme



Effective Teaching – What will be happening in the 
classrooms?

What will we see in the classrooms?

• Think, peer, share
• Brainstorms
• Students interacting with each other
• Work displayed for others to respond to
• Students involved in communication
• Teacher’s body language is encouraging
• The teacher moves around the student groups, 

managing and encouraging interaction and 
involvement.

• Students helping each other when appropriate.
• Visual prompts

• What will we hear in the classrooms?

• A productive hum.
• Lots of questioning that promotes further thoughts 

and interaction.
• Positive feed back to encourage students to share 

ideas.
• Teacher expecting multiple answers.
• Hear teachers modeling the type of responses that 

they want
• Children making connections between others 

experiences and their own
• The teacher acknowledges effort.
• The students listen to each other
• Teacher asking questions like… tell me more 

about…..
• What do you think? Why do you say that?
• Group 2 its your turn now…
• Timeframes and Negotiations
• The expectations explained clearly both behaviour

and academic expectations
• Discussions about what they are learning
• Peer assessment as appropriate
• Talk that shows prior learning
• Wait time



Cont…
• What will the teachers  need to 

have?  

• Positive attitudes
• A willingness to listen to all 

children’s experiences
• Enthusiasm
• A willingness to be encouraging to 

all students
• Awareness of individual situations 

of the students.
• Background information about 

what the students already know
• What the next learning step is
• Excellent knowledge of the 

subject. 
•

• What will the students be 
doing? 

• Taking risks
• Appear  happy and engaged.
• Peer assessment as appropriate
• Talk that shows prior learning and 

new thinking
• Know that everyday is a new day
• Know that everyone makes 

mistakes
• Know that we learn from our 

mistakes 
• Questioning teachers and for the 

teachers to know that they might 
be wrong.



What will our Curriculum Design 
Look Like

• Intention Statement: 
• Why do we teach………….. at St Benedict’s School? (Rationale)
• How do we teach ……………..at St Benedict’s School? (Structure of the Programme)
• Engagement Statement: 
• How do we meet the needs of our students? 
• How do we address the interests of our students?
• Integration Statement: 
• To what extent should this learning area relate to other learning areas? 
• How should we  integrate the  key competencies?
• Curriculum Delivery Statement:
• Describe the long term coverage 
• Describe how the achievement objectives should be selected.  
• Development of the Specific Vocabulary for …………… ..
• How do we ensure that the specific language each learning area is presented, used, 

developed and understood? 
• Evaluation Statement: 
• How do we record student achievement and progress?
• How do we assess the effectiveness of the programme? 



Graduate Profile

• The draft Maori Curriculum –Te 
Marautanga o Aotearoa presented ideas 
for the ideal graduate. 

• We can use this idea to get the parent 
voice for the ideal St Benedict’s Student.   



Parents’ Voice in the Curriculum of 
St Benedict’s School

• What do you want for your children? 

• Catholic Character
• Academic Achievement
• Life Skills
• Preparation for the Workforce
• Behaviour and Social Skills


